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Bologna's landmark 16th century fountain of Neptune

The heart of Bologna is this 15th century square surrounded
by historic buildings

Bologna's main church and one of the largest in the world

Top archaeological collection in Italy, focused on local
findings plus Egyptian collection

An historic building with incredible wall art and anatomical
theatre

See the terra cotta figures, Museum of Heath, stunning
artwork and brilliant Baroque architecture

Climb 498 steps of Asinelli Tower, one of two surviving 12th
century towers

The Pepoli Palace houses an innovative museum tracing
Bologna history

A complex of several churches from 5th to 13th century

An important church with a wealth of valuable artwork

Basilica di San
Domenico
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Museo della Storia di
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Santa Maria della Vita13:30
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 opening hours: 24/7

 Admission: Free

 Address: Piazza del Nettuna adjacent to Piazza

Maggiore

09:30 Fontana di Nettuno / Fountain of Neptune

Visit Duration: 30 mins

Neptune’s Fountain can be seen in the middle of Piazza del Nettuno, adjacent to Piazza Maggiore it is one of
the city’s recognizable landmarks. Flemish artist Giovanni da Bologna (Giambologna) created the fountain
and its statues over the course of three years from 1563 to 1566. The fountain was not only an aesthetic
addition to the square but also served the merchants who would use the water and even wash their goods
here. To create the fountain it was necessary to destroy several houses and stores. The fountain stands at
the exact point where the ancient Roman main streets, the cardo and decumanus would have crossed. At the
time he was considered one of the best sculptors in Europe second only to Michelangelo. 

At the center of the fountain rises a bronze statue of Neptune nicknamed “The Giant.” The statue was
considered indecent at the time due to its well endowed private parts and the sculptor was even asked to alter
it but refused. If you stand at a certain angle The Giant’s thumb lines up with his genitalia giving the
impression of an erect penis. The God holds in his hand a trident which has become the symbol of Maserati
car company. Neptune stands on a square platform with the corners representing the four corners of the
Earth. There are cherubs and dolphins on the corners and a little lower down you can see mermaids squirting
water from their breasts. There is a tradition that students wanting to pass an exam need to run two
anti-clockwise laps around the fountain or they will fail.

Image By: Paolo Carboni
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Fontana_del_Nettuno_(Bologna)#/media/File:BO-nettuno.jpg
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 opening hours 24/7:

 Admission: Free

 Address: Piazza Maggiore, 40124, Bologna

10:00 Piazza Maggiore 
Visit Duration: 30 mins

0.0 KM, 1 minutes walking from Fontana di Nettuno

Tourists arriving in Bologna usually head first for this picturesque and historic public square and find
themselves passing here several times on their stay in the city. Piazza Maggiore (Major Square) is bordered

by the 5  largest cathedral in the world as well as ornate renaissance palaces. The square was created inth

the 13  century when the people needed a gathering point for merchants coming to the city market. Theth

municipality purchased many of the surrounding buildings to demolish and create the square as the seat of
the city government and the permanent market. Although it has undergone several changes over the years

the square is still very much as it was in the 15  century.th

 Palazzo del Podesta is the oldest of the buildings on the square it dates back to 1200 and was the main home
of local government until they needed more room and so the  was constructed. Since thePalazzo Re Enzo
new building was constructed the Palazzo del Podesta has been called the “old” building. The Palazzo

 or Palazzo d’Accursio is another of the square structures and is today’s city hall. The Comunale Basilica of

 has a plain unfinished façade from the 14  century. The  , designed bySan Petronio th Palazzo dei Banchi

Vignola dates back to the 16  century. The  and its beautiful Fountain of Neptune wasth Piazza del Nettuno
constructed together with the  as part of the University of Bologna. Today it holds aPalazzo dell’Archiginnasio
library but once served as a hub for the silkworm trade.

In the middle of the square is a raised pedestrian platform, the big growth, which was constructed in 1934.
See if you can spot the damage on one of the sides which was made by an American tank during liberation
following WWII. The Piazza is also the site of the new Tourist Information Office on the ground floor of the
Palazzo del Podesta.

Image By: Tango7174
Image Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piazza_Maggiore#/media/File:Emilia_Bologna2_tango7174.jpg
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 Web: http://www.basilicadisanpetronio.it

 Opening Hours: Daily 7:45am–2:00pm and

3:00pm–6:00pm

 Admission: Free admission; 2€ for Cappella

Bolognini

 Phone Number: 051-231415

 Address: Piazza Galvani 5, 40124 Bologna, Italy

10:30 Basilica di San Petronio 
Visit Duration: 45 mins

0.0 KM, 1 minutes walking from Piazza Maggiore

This church was named in honor of the city’s patron saint, St. Petronio and is Bologna’s main church it also
holds the saint’s relics. Construction was begun in 1390 according to the designs of Antonio di Vincenzo.
Later plans were proposed by Arduino degli Arriguzzi that would make the church larger than St. Peter’s in
Rome but the Pope put a stop to the plans. After many changes to the designs the church was completed in
1663. The church is one of the largest in the world stretching 132 meters long, 66 meters wide and 45 meters
high with a 51 meter high façade. The façade was never completed and remains extremely plain except for
the portal which was adorned with sculptures and bas-reliefs. The interior is much more impressive than the
exterior. Among the highlights there is Lorenzo Costa the Younger’s  ; Amico Aspertini’s Madonna with Saints

 and beautiful stained glass windows. In the 15  century Agostino de’Marchi created the choir and thePieta th

nave is covered by a vaulted ceiling painted by Girolamo Rainaldi. The church has 22 chapels each
beautifully decorated.

The church is famous for its music the art of bell ringing. The church still has two organs from 1476 and 1596.
The church has a meridian line on the floor of the left aisle which was calculated by astronomer Giovanni
Domenico Cassini. The line can precisely tell the day of the year.

Image By: Ilario
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_San_Petronio_(Bologna)#/media/File:Bologna039.jpg
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 Web:

http://www.museibologna.it/archeologico/introduzione/47648

 Opening Hours: Tue-Fri 9:00am-3:00pm (some

sections close at 2:30pm); Sat, Sun and holidays

10:00am-6:30pm, closed Mondays.

 Admission: €5 Full ticket; €3 over 65yrs,

18yrs-25yrs; free 1st Sunday each month, under

18yrs, students, Bologna Welcome Card

 Phone Number: 051 27 57 211

 Address: Palazzo Galvani, Via dell'Archiginnasio

2-40124, Bologna, Italy

11:15 Museo Civico Archeologico / Archeological Civic Museum Bologna

Visit Duration: 1 hour, 15 mins

0.0 KM, 1 minutes walking from Basilica di San Petronio

The Archeological Civic Museum of Bologna (MCA) can be found in the Palazzo Galvani. The collection on
display was formed by merging the University of Bologna’s collection, the antique collection of Pelagio Palagi
and various archaeological findings from in and around Bologna. It is one of the country’s most important
archaeological museums holding 200,000 pieces including over 3,500 objects in the Egyptian section. It
covers local history from the prehistoric period to the ancient Roman age as well as a collection of Egyptian
artifacts.

The museum is divided into sections the Roman collection; Bologna in prehistory; the Egyptian collection;
Bologna Etruscan; Bologna Gallic; the Greek collection; the Etruscan-Italic section; the Roman collection and
the Numismatic collection (coins and medals). Among the highlights are the “situla della certosa” a decorated

bronze vessel; animal mummies in the Egyptian section; Etruscan funeral stones; a 1  century statue ofst

Emperor Nero’s torso in armor; the head of Athena Lemnia; a copy of the Neptune statue from the famous
Neptune fountain and several milestones from the Via Emilia. The museum holds a collection of plaster casts
of Roman and Greek statues. 

Image By: Sailko
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Archeological_Museum_(Bologna)_-_Courtyard?uselang=it#/media/File:Archeologico_di_bologna,_cortile_03.JPG
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 Web: http://www.archiginnasio.it

 Opening Hours: Mon–Fri 10:00am–6:00pm; Sat

10:00am–7:00pm, Sun 10:00am-2:00pm

 Admission: Free to library; Anatomical Theatre

and lecture hall - €3, free for under 18yrs

 Phone Number: 051-276811

 Address: Piazza Galvani, 1, 40124 Bologna, Italy

12:30 Palazzo dell’Archiginnasio 
Visit Duration: 1 hour

0.1 KM, 1 minutes walking from Museo Civico Archeologico

This important Bologna landmark is a former university building and today it is home to the Archiginnasio

public library. The building was constructed in the 16  century at a time when papal orders commanded theth

remodeling of Piazza Maggiore. During the same period the Fountain of Neptune was created. The Pope
commissioned the construction of the Archiginnasio with the intention of creating a space where various
faculties could all be taught. It became the main building of the university from 1563 to 1803 at which time
one part of the building became the Archiginnasio Library. Today the library holds approximately 35,000
written materials.

The Archiginnasio has two floors with an inner courtyard surrounding the former Church of Santa Maria dei
Bulgari. On the upper floor were the rooms where students would study with legal subjects on one side and
the humanities on the other. The gorgeous walls are covered with thousands of coats-of-arms signifying the
various students’ countries of origin. The students’ names feature with their city or nation’s coat-of-arms. The
endless wall decoration in the building make this an unmissable attraction.

On the upper level of the building you can also see the Anatomical Theatre, a horseshoe-shaped staggered
seating area around a stage, reminiscent of an amphitheatre. Here dissections and medical procedures could
be demonstrated on the slab in the middle of the stage. The theatre is made from fur wood with a coffer
ceiling. The space is decorated with several medical-related statues including those of famous Greek and
Roman physicians and Bologna native Gaspare Tagliacozzi holding a nose (he pioneered the nose-job).

Image By: Andrzej Otrebski
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Archiginnasio_(Bologna)
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 Web: http://www.genusbononiae.it/index.php

 Opening Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00am-1:00pm and

4:00pm-7:00pm

 Admission: Shrine, Museum of Health and

Oratory - free

 Phone Number: 051 230260

 Address: Via Clavature 8-10, Bologna, Italy

13:30 Santa Maria della Vita / Sanctuary of Santa Maria della Vita

Visit Duration: 45 mins

0.1 KM, 2 minutes walking from Palazzo dell’Archiginnasio

This remarkable church complex was established in the 1200s by the Congregation of Flagellati named for
their habit of whipping themselves. The church was enlarged in 1502 and in the 1687 redesigned by
Bergonzoni following the collapse of the ceiling. The religious organization was devoted to charitable works
and thus a hospital was established alongside the church. The church (1260) has one of the most famous
domes in Bologna representative of baroque Bologna. The dome was created by Giuseppe Tubertini in 1787.
Later the façade was added in 1905. Above the altar is a fresco entitled  .Madonna and Child Enthroned
Inside the church sanctuary is the  by Nicholas dell’Arca (1463). Next to theLamentation Over Dead Christ
church is the Oratory designed by Floriano Ambrosini in 1617. Here you can see the sculpture group of the 

 by Alfonso Lombardi (1522) which features 14 terra cotta figures. The Oratory alsoTransit of the Madonna
holds the  (1550) by Nosadella.  Also in the complex is a Museum of HealthMadonna with Child and Saints

which preserves the history of the hospital built by 13  century monks and is housed in the former hospital ofth

Santa Maria della Vita. In the Hospital Museum there is antique furniture, silver chalices, pharmaceutical jars
and paintings including two large works by Gaetano Gandolfi.  

Image By: Parsifall
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Santa_Maria_della_Vita_(Bologna)#/media/File:Bologna,_Santa_Maria_della_Vita_02.jpg
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 Opening Hours: 24/7 from outside; Climbing

Asinelli Tower Daily March 28th - September 30th

9:00am–7:00pm (to 5:00pm in winter)

 Admission: Free to see from the outside; 3€ to

climb Asinelli Tower

 Address: Piazza di Porta Ravegnana, 40126

Bologna, Italy

14:15 Le due Torri 
Visit Duration: 45 mins

0.1 KM, 2 minutes walking from Santa Maria della Vita

Torri degli Asinelli e Garisenda are two towers and one of the main symbols and landmarks of Bologna. When
constructed they were at the entrance to the Aemilian Way and had wooden buildings surrounding them
connected by suspended walkways.  Today they stand in the middle of Porta Ravegnana Square. During the

12  and 13  centuries the two towers were just two of approximately 180 towers in the city. It is not clearth th

why the towers were built but it is thought that rivaling families built bigger and better towers for protection
and to show their affluence and power. Over the years almost all the towers fell down, were demolished or
put to a different use and today fewer than 20 towers remain.

The Asinelli Tower reaches a height of 97 meters and was built between 1109 and 1119 by the Asinelli family.
Later it was bought by the city. The inner staircase has 498 steps. The tower is surrounded by a small fort-like
building at the base completed in 1488 as a guardhouse. Garisenda Tower reaches 48 meters and has a

slight lean. The tower was lowered in the 14  century to prevent it toppling over. The base dates back to theth

19  century. The towers were built by serfs and took between three to ten years to complete. They wereth

constructed of pebbles and lime and given a 5010 meter foundation with poles driven into the ground to add
extra support. The base is made of selenite stone. The towers were built with a thick inner wall and a thinner
outer wall, then the space between the two was filled in with stones and mortar.

Image By: Onanymous
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Le_Due_Torri#/media/File:Las_dos_torres_de_Bolonia.jpg
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 Web:

http://www.genusbononiae.it/index.php?pag=25http://www.genusbononiae.it/lib/att/pag/282/Pieghevole%20Palazzo%20Pepoli%20MSB%20eng.pdf

or http://www.genusbononiae.it/index.php?pag=25

 Opening Hours: Tues-Sun 10:00am-7:00pm;

Thurs evening tours 7:30pm

 Admission: Adults €10, over 65yrs €7, students

€5, under 18yrs free; Thurs evening tours €5

(includes entrance to museum)

 Phone Number: 051 19936370

 Address: Palazzo Pepoli, Via Castiglione 8,

Bologna, Italy

15:05 Museo della Storia di Bologna / Museum of the History of Bologna

Visit Duration: 1 hour

0.2 KM, 3 minutes walking from Le due Torri

This museum takes you through the history and culture of Bologna introducing you to the leading historical
figures from the city and the major events which changed the course of the city’s history. In the entrance area
there is a 1:1 scale copy (the original is in the Vatican) of the 1575 Great Map of Bologna fresco. Visitors then
enter the roofed courtyard which leads off to the various sections of the museum. The museum uses the
latest presentation techniques including multi-media, atmospheric lighting and interactive stations. There are
cross-references between this museum and others in the city and the museum often displays artifacts on loan
from other Bologna museums. The museum covers the history of the city from its beginnings as the Etruscan
Felsina settlement, through the Roman city and into present day. The sections of the museum are presented
thematically and chronologically. You can follow the city through Bologna in Antiquity; the Medieval Period;

Renaissance; Bologna politics, religion and rituals; Bologna literature, art, science and music; 18  -19 th th

century Bologna and present day. One of the most innovative sections is a man-made hydraulic system in an
interactive video-immersion entitled the City of Water.

The museum is housed in the Palazzo Pepoli which was named after one of the first families of Bologna. The
red brick building has undergone several renovations and extensions over the years since its construction in

the 14  century and up until the 18  century. The fort-like structure has an inner courtyard, dramaticth th

staircases and elegant halls. The palace was purchased in 2003 and redesigned to turn it into the city’s
history museum. The architect of the new, innovative design was Mario Bellini who used steel and glass to
enhance the historic structure. The main feature of the architectural changes is the glass tower which rises
out of the covered courtyard. The glass tower holds stairwells and elevators and its transparent roof lets in
light.

Image By: Wistula
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bologna_2014_15.JPG
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 Opening Hours: Daily 8:00am–7:00pm

 Admission: Free

 Phone Number: 051 4126177 or 051 6480611

 Address: Via Santo Stefano 24, 40125 Bologna,

Italy

16:05 Basilica di Santo Stefano 
Visit Duration: 45 mins

0.1 KM, 2 minutes walking from Museo della Storia di Bologna

Saint Stephan’s Basilica is part of a religious complex which encompasses seven buildings and is also called
the “Complex of Seven Churches.” The church faces onto Piazza Santo Stefano and was traditionally built by

Saint Petronio, the patron saint of Bologna in the 5  century over the site of an earlier Roman temple. Theth

church is also called Santa Gerusalemme as St. Petronio was inspired by the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in

Jerusalem. The complex includes the Church of the Holy Sepulchre; Church of the Crucifix (8  century);th

Church of the Saints Vitale and Agricola (12  century); Chapel of the Bandage (the bandage or cloth wornth

by Mary around her head); Church of the Trinity and Courtyard of Pilate from the 13  century. Manyth

renovations and changes have been made over the years and the main church bears similarities to the Holy
Sepulchre Church in Jerusalem.

Visitors enter through the Church of the Crucifix where they can see the 14  century crucifix that gives theth

church its name. There is an 18  century sculpture of the  and magnificentth Lamentation over the Dead Christ
frescoes. The crypt beneath the church is divided by columns each of a different design. At the back of the

church is an urn holding the remains of St. Vitale and St. Agricola. There is a beautiful 15  century fresco toth

the left of the altar of  . From here visitors take the side door leading to the Church ofMadonna of the Snows
the Holy Sepulchre, the oldest building in the complex. The shrine which mirrors Christ’s shrine in the
Jerusalem Holy Sepulchre once held the relics of St. Petronio which are now kept in the St. Petronio Church.

Another side door leads visitors to the Church of St. Vitale and St. Agricola; here you can see the remains of
a magnificent floor mosaic and the tombs of the saints. In the Chapel there is a nativity scene with wooden
figures that is thought to be the oldest in the world. The chapel also has an unusual fresco of Mary stroking
her pregnant tummy. From here you proceed into the beautiful cloisters surrounded by two levels of arches.
The lower section predates 1000AD while the upper level is Roman-Gothic and has some unusual and

gruesome column capitals. There is a museum holding religious artifacts and an 18  century campanile. Theth

complex is the site of a natural spring which is believed to be a symbol of the Jordan River where Jesus was
baptized.  

Image By: Biopresto
Image Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santo_Stefano,_Bologna
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 Web:

http://www.conventosandomenico.org/conventosandomenico/s2magazine/index1.jsp?idPagina=297

 Opening Hours: Mon–Sat 9:00am–noon and

3:30–6:00pm; Sun 3:30–5pm

 Admission: Free

 Phone Number: 051-6400411

 Address: Piazza San Domenico, 13, 40124

Bologna, Italy

16:55 Basilica di San Domenico 
Visit Duration: 30 mins

0.4 KM, 6 minutes walking from Basilica di Santo Stefano

Saint Dominic, a Spaniard priest and founder of the Dominican Order arrived in Bologna in 1218 and seeing
the potential of the university city decided to set up a convent first in the Mascarella Church and then in the
Church of San Nicolo. The convent grew and soon needed to be expanded. Plots of land surrounding the
church were bought and the complex began to grow. St. Dominic died in the church in 1221 and to this day
the church holds his remains in a tomb created by Nicola Pisano and Niccolo dell’Arca. The church was
divided into two sections, an inner church for the friars and an outer church serving the public. The church
underwent several renovations and expansions over the years with wealthy families funding opulent chapels
featuring art by leading artists. In 1313 the bell tower was added and the division between the two sections of
the church was demolished. In the 1700s the interior was completely renovated under the guidance of Carlo
Francesco Dotti’s baroque designs.

The church’s vast collection of valuable artwork includes pieces by Arnolfo di Cambio, Filippion
Lippi, Guido Reni, Michelangelo and Lacopo da Bologna. As you walk on the cobbled square in
front of the church imagine that it was once the church cemetery and that worshipers would
stand here to listen to sermons delivered from the pulpit on the corner of the church building. In
the middle of the square is a statue of St. Dominic upon a brick column. The building’s façade
features a rose window and a reproduction of Lucia Casalini-Torelli’s St. Dominic Blessing

 In the baroque interior each chapel is more breathtaking than the last with colorfulBologna.
murals, paintings and altars. One of the many highlights is Giunta Pisano’s  .Crucifixion
Damiano of Bergamo created the wooden choir in 1551. Take a look at the church organ which
was once played by a young Mozart.

Image By: Georges Jansoone
Image Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Basilica_of_Saint_Dominic#/media/File:San_Domenico06.jpg
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